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Claims 1-17 have been examined. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Under the 
heading, Field of the Invention, in the last sentence the phrase "are suited for sue with 
multiple carriers" is not a clear statement. The Examiner is unsure what the applicant is 
referring to here. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

3. Claims 1-13 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gil et al. (US 5586037 A). 



As per claim 1 and 9, Gil et al. disclose a method for processing postal matter 
comprising the steps of (Gil et aL, Abstract, Cols. 1-18): 



providing a receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and at said 
receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) allowing a customer to deposit 
a postal item and to enter shipping data for said postal item into said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and, at said receiving station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), printing a machine-readable marking on said postal item 
representing said shipping data, to produce a marked postal item(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 55-60), and temporarily storing said marked postal item at said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65, Cols. 1-18); 

transporting said marked postal item to a distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65), remote from said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), 
and providing a franking apparatus(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 55-60), and a 
memory accessible by said franking apparatus(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 55-60) 
at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), and transferring said 
shipping data from said marking into said memory at said distributing station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); and 
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franking said postal item with said franking apparatus(Gil et a!., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
55-60) at said distributing station(Gii et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) according to 
said shipping data transferred from said marking and stored in said memory to produce 
a franked postal item. 



Official Notice is taken that storing data in said memory is old and well-known in the 
computer art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to implement Gil et al.'s invention with computer memory to 
store data in order to get the advantage of producing a postal franking on the item to be 
mailed. 



As per claims 2 and 10, Gil et al. disclose a method as claimed in claims 1 and 9 
wherein said memory at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) 
is a first memory, and said method comprising(Gil et al., Abstract, Cols. 1-18): 
at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), providing a first 
read/write unit and a normally closed slot for inserting said postal item, and providing a 
normally closed removal port for removing said marked postal item from said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

said customer inserting a customer-possessed card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45- 
50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60), into said read/write unit; enabling 
opening of said slot to allow said postal item to be deposited at said receiving station(Gil 
et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) while said customer-possessed card(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) is in said 
read/write unit; 

generating a number at said read/write unit uniquely allocated to the postal item 
deposited by said customer(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 20-26); 
printing said number on said postal item together with said marking at said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

providing a second memory at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65) and storing said number and said shipping data, as accounting data, in said 
second memory; for removing said postal item from said receiving station(Gi) et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), inserting a carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) possessed by a first mail carrier, 
having a carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 
15, Lines 55-60) memory, into said first read/write unit at said receiving station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and loading said accounting data from said second 
memory into said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39- 
67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) memory; 

enabling opening of said removal port at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 
2, Lines 35-65) while said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, 
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Lines 39-67, Col. 15; Lines 55-60) is inserted in said first read/write unit and removing 
said marked postal item from said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35 
65); 

wherein the step of transporting said marked postal item to said distributing station(Gil 
et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) comprises transporting said marked postal item to 
said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) via said first mail carrier 
together with said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39 
67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60); 

providing a second read/write unit at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) and inserting said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 
14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) into said second write/read unit and downloading 
said accounting data from said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 
14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) memory into said first memory; 
providing a sensor and feeder stage upstream from said franking apparatus(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 55-60) at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65) and entering said marked postal item into said sensor and feeder stage; 
after franking said marked postal item with said franking apparatus(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 55-60) at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), 
printing a list at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) identifying 
said postal item as having been franked; and 

said first mail carrier transporting said franked postal item from said distributing station(Gil 
et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), together with said list, to a mail distributional et al., 
Abstract, Col. 5, Lines 45-60) center remote from said distributing station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); and 

from said mail distributional et al., Abstract, Col. 5, Lines 45-60) station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), delivering said franked postal item to a recipient identified 
by said shipping data via a second mail carrier(Gil et al., Abstract, Cols. 1-18). 



As per claim 3, Gil et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 2 wherein said customer- 
possessed card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, 
Lines 55-60) is a value card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, 
Col. 15, Lines 55-60). 



As per claims 4 and 13, Gil et al. disclose a method as claimed in claims 2 and 9 further 
comprising providing a sensor at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65) which detects deposit of said postal item at said receiving station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) through said slot, and providing a clock/date module(Gil et 
al., Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25)at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65), which, depending on a signal from said sensor, identifies a time and date at which 
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said postal item was deposited at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65); and 

storing said time and date in said second memory at said receiving station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) allocated to said number and said shipping data(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 10, lines 19-26, Col. 18, Lines 20-25). 

As per claims 5 and 1 1 , Gil et al. disclose method as claimed in claims 2 and 9 wherein 
said customer-possessed card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39- 
67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) is a value card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, 
Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60), and comprising the steps of: 

at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), providing a plurality of 
sensors(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 7, Lines 1-30) for respectively identifying a format of said 
postal item, a thickness of said postal item and a weight(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 
1-45) of said postal item, and providing a postal calculation unit at said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

supplying said postal calculation unit at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) with signals from said plurality of sensors(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 7, Lines 1- 
30) and, in said postal calculation unit, calculating a cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 
5-67) of shipping said item dependent on said shipping data, said format, said thickness 
and said weight(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1-45); and 

debiting said value card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 
15, Lines 55-60) in said read/write unit by said cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67). 



As per claim 6, Gil et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 2 wherein said customer- 
possessed card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, 
Lines 55-60) is a customer card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39- 
67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) containing an identification number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, 
Lines 19-26)uniquely allocated to a customer, and comprising the steps of: 
reading said identification number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)from said 
customer card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 
55-60) in said first read/write unit and storing said identification number(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)in said second memory at said receiving station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) as part of said accounting data; 
in said sensor and feeder stage at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65), detecting a format, a thickness and a weight(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 3, 
Lines 1-45) of said marked postal item; 

providing a postal calculation unit at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) and supplying said postal calculating unit with information identifying said 
format, thickness, weight(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1-45) and said accounting data 
and, in said postal calculating unit, calculating a cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5- 
67) of shipping said marked postal item from said format, thickness, weight(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1-45) and shipping data; and debiting a customer account, 
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identified by said identification number, by said cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5- 
67). 

As per claim 7, Gil et al. disclosure a method as claimed in claim 6 comprising the steps 
of: 



providing a sensor at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65)which 
detects deposit of said postal item at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) through said slot, and providing a clock/date module(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 6, Lines 15-25)at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) 
which, upon receipt(Gil et aL, Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) of a signal from said sensor, 
identifies a time and date(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25, Col. 10, Lines 19-26) 
at which said postal item was deposited at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 
2, Lines 35-65); and 

printing a customer receipt(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) at said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) identifying said number, said time and 
date(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25, Col. 10, Lines 19-26) and said shipping 
data and making said customer receipt(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) available 
to said customer at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65). 



As per claim 8, Gil et al. disclose a method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said memory 
at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) is a first memory, and 
comprising the steps of: 

at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), providing a first 
read/write unit, a normally closed slot for inserting said postal item into said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), and a normally closed removal port for 
removing said marked postal item from said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65); 

inserting a customer card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, 
Col. 15, Lines 55-60) into said first read/write unit at said receiving station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), said customer card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45- 
50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) containing an identification number(Gil et 
al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)uniquely identifying a customer, and enabling opening 
of said slot when said customer card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, 
Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) is inserted in said read/write unit; 
providing a sensor at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) 
which senses deposit of said postal item into said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 35-65) through said slot, and providing a clock/date module(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25)which identifies a time and date, dependent on a signal 
from said sensor, at which said postal item was deposited at said receiving station(Gil et 
al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 
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at said first read/write unit, generating a unique number for said postal item deposited at 
said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 
providing a second memory at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65) and storing said number, said identification number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, 

Lines 19-26), said time and date and said 
shipping data in said second memory; 

using a single printer at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), 
printing a customer receipt(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) at said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) including at least said number, said time 
and date and said shipping data and also printing said marking including said number, 
said time and date and said shipping data; 

inserting a carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, 
Col. 15, Lines 55-60) having a carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 
14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) memory, possessed by a first mail carrier, into 
said first read/write unit at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) 
and enabling opening of said removal port while said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) is inserted in said first 
read/write unit and transferring said number, said identification number(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)and said shipping data to said carrier card(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) memory from 
said second memory; 

said second carrier transporting said marked postal item from said receiving station(Gil 
et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) to said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) together with said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 
14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60); providing a second read/write unit at said 
distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and inserting said carrier 
card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) 
into said second read/write unit and downloading said number, said identification 
number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)and said shipping data from said carrier 
card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) 
memory into said first memory; 

at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), scanning said 
machine-readable marking and identifying a weight(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1- 
45) of said marked postal item; 

providing a postal calculating unit at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) and supplying said postal calculating unit with said weight(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1-45) and said shipping data and calculating a cost(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67) of shipping said marked postal item in said postal 
calculating unit; 

franking said marked postal item with said cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67) at 
said franking apparatus(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 55-60); debiting a customer 
account, allocated to "said identification number, by said cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, 
Lines 5-67); and 
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said first mail carrier transporting said franked postal item to a mail distribution(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 5, Lines 45-60) center,remote from said distributing station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), and delivering said franked postal item to a recipient 
identified by said shipping data via a second mail carrier(Gil et al., Abstract, Cols. 1-18). 



As per claim 12, Gil et al. disclose a postal matter processing system as claimed in 
claim 10 wherein said card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, 
Col. 15, Lines 55-60) possessed by said customer contains a customer identification 
number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)which is read by said first read/write 
unit and said customer identification number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)is 
supplied to said control unit, said control unit including a clock/date module(Gil et a!., 
Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25)which identifies a time and date at which said postal item 
was deposited at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), and said 
control unit controlling said printer at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) to print a customer receipt(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) including 
said time and date and said customer identification number, and a customer account 
allocated to said customer identification number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19- 
26)being debited after printing said marking and before said franking at said distributing 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65). 



As per claim 15, Gil et al. disclose a postal matter processing system as claimed in 
claim 9 wherein said franking apparatus(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 55-60) 
comprises a rate memory containing postal rates for calculating a cost(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 9, Lines. 5-67) of shipping said marked postal item. 



As per claim 16, Gil et al. disclose a postal matter processing system as claimed in 
claim 9 further comprising a postal calculating unit at said receiving station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and a rate memory at said receiving station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) accessible by said postal calculating unit for calculating a 
cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67) of shipping said postal item dependent on 
said shipping data. 



As per claim 17, Gil et al. disclose a postal matter processing system as claimed in 
claim 16 wherein said control unit at said receiver station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) is connected to a modem at said receiver station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) for reloading updated rates into said rate memory(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 
14, Lines 39-67). 
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4. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gil et al. 
as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of Cantu et al. (US 6340958 B1). 

As per claim 14, Gil et al. disclose a postal matter processing system as claimed in 
claim 9 further comprising a solar powered energy source(Cantu et al., Abstract) at said 
receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) for powering at least said 
control unit. 

Gil et al. fail to disclose solar powered energy source. 

Cantu et al. disclose solar powered energy source (Cantu et al., Abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the method of Cantu et al. to use solar powered energy 
source as taught by Cantu et al. to ensure consistent mailing system operation that 
needs no replacement batteries or electrical outlet. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Baker et al., System for Smart Card Funds Refill. 

Abumehdi, Franking Machine and Franking Machine System. 

Gilham, Method of and Apparatus for Generating and Authenticating Postal Indica. 

Williams et al., Scientific Instrument emulator Having a Computer and an Analog Signal 

Interface for Real-time Signal Processing. 

Sansone, Electronic Indicium and Methods of Using Same in Postal Process. 
Chrosny, Postage Payment System Employing Encryption Techniques and Accounting 
for Postage Payment at a Time Subsequent to the Printing of Postage. 
WO 97/49503, Method of Processing Postal Matters. 

WO 97/40602, Secure Smart Card Access to Pre-Paid Metering Funds in Meter. 
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